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ARIZONA STATE PARKS BOARD 
ARIZONA STATE PARKS BOARD ROOM 

FEBRUARY 23, 2011 
MINUTES 

 
Board Members Present 
Tracey Westerhausen, Chairman; Walter Armer, Vice Chairman; Reese Woodling; 
William Scalzo; Maria Baier; Alan Everett; Larry Landry. 
Staff Members Present 
Renée Bahl, Executive Director; Jay Ream, Assistant Director, Parks; Kent Ennis, 
Assistant Director, Administration; Jay Ziemann, Assistant Director, External Affairs and 
Partnerships; Monica Enriquez, Executive Staff Assistant. 
Attorney General’s Office 
Laurie Hachtel, Assistant Attorney General; Joy Hernbrode, Assistant Attorney General 

AGENDA 
(Agenda items may be taken in any order unless set for a time certain) 

A.    CALL TO ORDER - ROLL CALL – Time Certain:  10:00 AM 
Chairman Westerhausen called the meeting to order at 10:00am. Roll call indicated a 
quorum was present.  
B.    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mr. Landry led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
C.    INTRODUCTIONS OF BOARD MEMBERS AND AGENCY STAFF 
        1.   Board Statement - “As Board members we are gathered today to be the 

stewards and voice of Arizona State Parks and its Mission Statement to 
manage and conserve Arizona’s natural, cultural, and recreational 
resources for the benefit of the people, both in our parks and through our 
partners.” 

Mr. Everett read the Board Statement. The Board and Staff introduced themselves.  
          D.    CALL TO THE PUBLIC – Consideration and discussion of comments and   

complaints from the public.  Those wishing to address the Board must register at 
the door and be recognized by the Chair. It is probable that each presentation will 
be limited to one person per organization. Action taken as a result of public 
comment will be limited to directing staff to study or reschedule the matter for 
further consideration at a later time.  

    Mayor Sara Pressler of Flagstaff spoke about the importance of Riordan Mansion State 
Historic Park to the City of Flagstaff. She said the data demonstrates that half of the 
sales tax dollars come from tourists in Northern Arizona. She encouraged the Board to 
continue to support Riordan Mansion and all of the parks in rural Arizona. She said last 
year the City of Flagstaff committed to support Riordan Mansion along with the Riordan 
Action Network (RAN), the Arizona Historical Society and the Pioneer Society. She said 
the City of Flagstaff is prepared to make a commitment next fiscal year to support the 
work that is happening at Riordan Mansion. She asked the Board and staff to work with 
these parks for transitional plans to help them move from a public dollars to a public-
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private partnership. She emphasized the need to keep state parks public and to 
preserve the historical richness of Arizona and to maintain that duty in the public sector 
rather than the private sector.  
Mitzi Rinehart, Volunteer, Lost Dutchman State Park, and on the Friends Board, spoke 
about the status of Lost Dutchman State Park. She said one year ago Lost Dutchman 
was scheduled to close. In that time the Friends group has gained momentum. They 
held the first Superstition Harley Davidson motorcycle ride. The volunteers have held 
presentations, had open houses, were interviewed for articles and pruned and painted 
to help keep Lost Dutchman in working order. There are now weekly hikes led by 
volunteers at the park. The volunteers are spear heading the “Adopt a Cactus” program 
that will begin soon. The first annual Lost Dutchman Benefit Ride will be held on March 
26, 2011. It is $15.    The Apache Junction Chamber of Commerce gave the Friends an 
award for the best non-profit group. She thanked the Parks Board and staff and the City 
of Apache Junction. She thanked two staff members, Nicole Armstrong-Best, volunteer 
coordinator, and Ranger Tim Kristof.  

 
Cristie Statler, Executive Director, Arizona State Parks Foundation. She spoke about 
the Pros Consulting study and the draft Donations Policy. She said The Foundation 
Board has embraced the study to guide the Parks Board to alternate model of 
operation. The Foundation took it upon itself to commission a study to provide guidance. 
She said, regarding the Donations policy, it is a strong direction toward developing 
positive partnerships and policies that will help the Parks Board and staff establish 
guidelines the kind of fundraising, advocacy and friend’s development that is so crucial.  
She hoped the Board would endorse this draft and move forward and pleased to play a 
part in the future development of the final draft. She said the Foundation stands beside 
the Parks Board ready to develop the kind of policies and advocacy that all of the parks 
need. The Foundation is continually working on more partnerships on Arizona State 
Parks’ behalf. 

 
Bill Meek, Chairman, Arizona State Parks Foundation, spoke about the Pros Consulting 
study. He said the Foundation’s objective has been the same for three years. That is to 
develop a sustainable funding system that is outside of the legislative appropriations 
system. The Pros study recommends the option of making Arizona State Parks (ASP) a 
quasi-governmental agency such as an authority or a special district. He said the 
Foundation has suggested to the Governor that she appoint a committee or commission 
to make clear recommendations on how that ought to be done. The Foundation has 
been encouraged that the Governor would do this but do not know when. In the 
meantime the Foundation has appointed their own committee. He said before that 
happens there should be three things that happen. One is to have a clear estimate of 
what it would cost to run ASP for five to ten years. Second is to know what the 
appropriate mechanism for the alternative agency including what its governance would 
be, how would it be formed, who would be elected, and those kinds of things.  

 
Steve Filipowicz, Economic Development Director, City of Apache Junction, spoke 
about Lost Dutchman State Park. He reminded the Board about the Superstition Harley 
Davidson Ride. He said the City is happy the campsites at Lost Dutchman have 
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reopened with water. He said if Lost Dutchman’s campsites aren’t full then they aren’t 
buying groceries at a store in Apache Junction. It is a marriage of convenience and 
stewardship. 
         
E.    CONSENT AGENDA – The following items of a non-controversial nature have 

been grouped together for a single vote without Board discussion. The Consent 
Agenda is a timesaving device and Board members received documentation 
regarding these items prior to the open meeting. Any Board member may remove 
any item from the Consent Agenda for discussion and a separate vote at this 
meeting, as deemed necessary. The public may view the documentation relating to 
the Consent Agenda at the Board’s office: 1300 W. Washington, Suite 150A, 
Phoenix, Arizona.                       

         1.    Approve Minutes of January 12, 2011 Arizona State Parks Board Meeting  
  Mr. Scalzo motioned to approve the Consent Agenda. Mr. Armer seconded the motion. 

The motion passed unanimously.  
               F.    DIRECTOR’S SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS – The Executive Director may 

update the Arizona State Parks Board on special events and accolades. 
               Ms. Bahl said ASP awarded Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest with a grant from the 

Off-Highway Vehicle Recreation Fund for the Kids in the Wood program.  
               Ms. Bahl said a camper from the Netherlands cycled through the western states and 

stayed at Lost Dutchman. He left a comment at the park that said, “from a real 
Dutchman.” 

 Ms. Bahl said volunteers at Roper Lake put up a maintenance shed in one day. She 
said it is a great example of what volunteers can do.  

 Ms. Bahl said the Department of Corrections (DOC) crews help for special projects and 
ongoing maintenance. They help at Kartchner Caverns and Roper Lake.  

 Ms. Bahl said volunteers worked on the Lime Kiln Trail that connects Red Rock State 
Park to Dead Horse Ranch State Park. The Trail was in desperate need of 
maintenance.  

 Ms. Bahl said the Friends of Tonto Natural Bridge State Park have secured a billboard 
in the Rye area. They made an agreement with the company to only pay for the graphic 
art charge. The help in advertising will hopefully bring more people to the park and the 
community. 

 Ms. Bahl said Fort Verde State Historic Park held its annual History of the Soldier event 
in February. She said 400 people attended which is very good for that park.  

 Ms. Bahl said McFarland State Historic Park was reopened on February 12, 2011. She 
thanked Board members Larry Landry and Alan Everett for attending. She said the 
Town of Florence will be operating the park and there will not be ASP staff there.  

 Ms. Bahl said the Payson Roundup newspaper held its People’s Choice Awards and 
Tonto Natural Bridge was awarded “Best Day Trip,” “Best Hike” and “Best Historical 
Site.” 
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 Ms. Bahl said the Kartcher Caverns tour reservation system is now online. A press 
release has not been sent yet. It first debuted on the website on January 20, 2011. She 
said between January 20 and February 23, 2011, 5,522 tickets have been sold online 
with no advertising. It totaled sales at about $137,000. In addition, the Kartchner 
Caverns campsites began sales online on February 18, 2011.  

 Ms. Bahl said ASP received a grant for $7,000 from the Humanities Council for the 
opening of Homolovi Ruins State Park. It will pay for the dancers that will perform and 
offset the entrance fee that are being waived that day.  

 Chairman Westerhausen asked if there is a fee for using the reservation system. Ms. 
Bahl answered that there is not an additional fee. There is a $3 fee for making a 
reservation by phone or online but it is the same fee.  

       G.    DISCUSSION ITEMS 
        1.    Revenue Forecast by Major Fund and Park Visitation Update 
Mr. Ennis reported to the Board on Revenue Forecast by Major Fund and Park 
Visitation.  
Mr. Ennis said ASP is on target for its revenue expectation. Attendance is down but 
appears to be stabilizing.  
Mr. Ennis said the State Lake Improvement Fund (SLIF) is on target and forecast.  
Mr. Ennis said the Law Enforcement Boating Safety Fund (LEBSF) revenues are down 
20% but is due to the boating registrations since the public is now able to register their 
boats for two years rather than just one year.  
Mr. Ennis said the Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) Recreation Fund is on forecast.  
Mr. Woodling asked if there was resolution with the meeting with the State Treasurer 
regarding ASP’s investments. Mr. Ennis said yes. There was a fund that ASP wanted to 
invest in but for a technical legal reason the Treasurer did not have that available to 
ASP but last month they changed that technicality and moved the $30 million Growing 
Smarter Fund into this new fund.    

 2.    State Parks Fund Update (also known as the Donations Fund) 
Mr. Ennis updated the Board on the status of the State Parks Fund (Donations Fund). 
At the June 2010 meeting, the Board authorized staff to spend $350,000 of the 
Donations Fund. There is a long list that staff has made to spend this money and all of 
the money will be spend this fiscal year.   

 Mr. Woodling asked if staff thought the legislature would sweep money from this fund. 
Mr. Ennis said he didn’t think so but he didn’t know. Mr. Ziemann said there is a bill that 
would prohibit Donations accounts from being swept. Mr. Landry asked if that bill would 
be for all state agencies or just ASP. Mr. Ziemann answered the bill is for all donations 
accounts across the state.  

 Chairman Westerhausen asked when this would take effect. Mr. Ziemann answered 
that it would not take effect until July, August or September.  
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                           3.    Request for Information (RFI) for 3rd Party Management in Arizona State 
Parks Update 

        Mr. Ennis said ASP issued an RFI for 3rd Party Management and received six 
responses. They range from 10 pages to 331 pages. ASP has assembled a team of 
staff including some external reviewers to review the submissions. It will be presented to 
the Board at the March meeting.  

            4.    Commission on Privatization and Efficiency (COPE) Report Update 
Ms. Bahl updated the Board that the COPE final report has not been released. When it 
is released, she will let the Board know and until then it will stay on the agenda.  

                          5.    Arizona State Park Privatization and Efficiency Plan (Pros Consulting) 
Ms. Bahl said at the last meeting the report had just been released and some members 
had not had the chance to read it. She said at the last Board meeting, she summarized 
the report to the Board. She asked the Board for questions now that they have read the 
report.  

 Mr. Landry commented that the Board now acts like a quasi-governmental authority. 
The Board independently appoints the Executive Director and maximized public-private 
partnerships. The Board follows the governance model. There is a difference between 
governance models and revenue models. He said he agrees with the report that an 
independent permanent source of revenue should be found but the report does not say 
how to do that. It was nice platitude but had no practical advice. He said it might 
behoove the Board to create more formal policy and procedures for the Board. He said 
statutorily the Board only appoints an Executive Director but practically the Board takes 
a number of actions on the budget, strategic plan and privatization strategy.   

 Mr. Scalzo said it might make sense for the Board to investigate some of those models. 
He said if there are statutory limitations then nothing could be achieved by creating 
such. However if there is the ability to do some things such as the ability of taxing 
capacity or some way to raise money. It might make sense for the Board to understand 
that.   

       6.    State Parks Operations Status Update 
Mr. Ream reported to the Board on the current Operations Status. The status is 
attached to the minutes as Attachment A.   

 Mr. Ream said many of the agreements for the parks with partnership support are 
coming up for renewal. He told the Board staff would report on the renewals as they 
come due.  

 Mr. Armer said he spoke with Sam Chilcote about Tubac Presidio State Historic Park. 
Mr. Chilcote reported that Tubac’s attendance is up 40%. Mr. Armer will be meeting with 
him at a later date.  

      Mr. Ream said the Homolovi reopening would be held on March 18. He showed some 
banners posted around the town of Winslow to promote the event. 
Mr. Scalzo asked if there is a possibility of a seasonal opening for Lyman Lake State 
Park. Ms. Bahl said in December, a formal letter was sent to the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) requesting ASP be allowed to have a third party operator come in 
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to operate the park. The current patent with BLM does not allow it. To date, ASP has 
not heard back from the BLM Solicitor General. Now, ASP has initiated conversations 
with Apache County to see if there is some way the park could be reopened in the 
summer. There is still an operating loss at that park even in the summer high months. 
Ms. Bahl said she had a meeting with Senator Allen and Supervisor Lee of Apache 
County to talk about solutions. Mr. Everett asked if there was any chance St. Johns or 
Springerville might help. Ms. Bahl said in her conversation with the County Manager 
they discussed speaking with the Towns and with the utility companies. The County has 
said they cannot fund that on their own. 

        7.    State Park Construction Project Update 
Mr. Ream reported to the Board on the status of current construction projects at parks. 
There is a new overflow parking lot at Catalina State Park for campers and people 
staying only one night. Lost Dutchman campsites are back open but waiting on the 
switchgear then the campgrounds would be electrified. Fort Verde Historic Park is being 
re-roofed with Heritage Fund Historic Preservation money. Lost Dutchman and River 
Island are getting restroom/shower buildings. The Patagonia Lake electrification of 
campgrounds project has begun. The Lake Havasu State Park parking lots should be 
done in early March.  

       Mr. Scalzo asked if the Department of Transportation is helping with the Lake Havasu 
parking lots. Mr. Ream answered that is being done through a separate contractor. 

      Mr. Armer asked if there were there problems with the deep freeze a couple of weeks 
ago. Mr. Ream answered yes. The pipes burst at Tonto Lodge and much of the work 
was destroyed by water damage. Ms. Bahl noted that the Board had approved a 
Request for Proposal (RFP) for the operation of the lodge. This means the RFP would 
not go out until the repairs are made. Chairman Westerhausen asked when the repairs 
would be complete. Ms. Bahl answered summer.  

 H.    BOARD ACTION ITEMS 
                     1.    Legislative Update – The Arizona State Parks Board may vote to take a 

position or provide direction to staff concerning legislation affecting Arizona 
State Parks. 

  Mr. Ziemann said no action is required from the Board unless the Board so chooses.  
 Mr. Ziemann said Senate Bill (SB) 1332 Public Agencies Communication. The way it is 

written the bill would prohibit agencies from using public money for self-promotion. He 
said what is confusing is what exactly is self-promotion. The bill went through committee 
and was criticized heavily in Senate Caucus on February 22, 2011. It is uncertain 
whether what ASP does not the website would fall under this bill. That is why it is 
problematic and a concern. Mr. Landry asked is ASP has taken a position on this bill. 
Mr. Ziemann answered no.  

 Mr. Ziemann said House Bill (HB) 2314 deals with the Law Enforcement Boating Safety 
Fund (LEBSF). There was a companion bill in the Senate (SB 1476) that died. HB 2314 
continues to move and is currently the subject of a strike everything amendment. It 
transfers the appropriation of the LEBSF to the Game and Fish Commission. Currently it 
would hold ASP harmless. ASP this year received the $1.5 million appropriation and is 
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currently in the Joint Legislative Budget Committee (JLBC) and Governor’s Office of 
Strategic Planning and Budgeting (OSPB) proposals. He said what is critical is to 
support the Governor’s budget as it applies to ASP. He has told some legislators this 
and they have been receptive to that message.  

 Chairman Westerhausen asked Mr. Ziemann to speak about the Stakeholder’s meeting 
that Rep. Jones held with the Sheriff’s. Mr. Ziemann said the strike everything 
agreement came as a result of the Stakeholder’s meeting that Rep. Jones held in 
February. Some of the Sheriff’s in the western Counties mistakenly believe that 
somehow the Parks Board appropriated this money or swept this money. Rep. Jones, 
Rep. McLain and Rep. Pancrazi, who were in attendance, explained that this was 
appropriated by the legislature not the Parks Board.  

 Chairman Westerhausen asked if HB 2314 takes away the $1.5 million appropriation 
from ASP in FY 2011. Mr. Ziemann answered no.  

 Mr. Ziemann said the real challenge for this legislation is to hold ASP and its budget 
harmless as it is relying on the $1.5 million LEBSF, but also hold the County Sheriff’s 
harmless so they can do their law enforcement on Arizona’s waterways. Game and Fish 
came up with a potential solution to hold the Sheriff’s harmless. Game and Fish have 
two line items. One is $250,000 for grants to Counties for law enforcement and the 
other is $1.25 million for public programs. They have proposed flipping those amounts 
so it is $250,000 for public programs and $1.25 million for grants for Counties for law 
enforcement.  

 Mr. Ziemann said SB 1531 would make the State Park Director serve at the pleasure of 
the Governor. This bill was not heard in the Senate Committee and therefore is done for 
this session but it could always come back.  

 Mr. Landry said the Board received an excellent report from staff about the history of 
why the Director’s position was appointed by the Parks Board. This was because they 
wanted to make the position more stable than one appointed by the Governor and make 
sure it had protection from political pressure.  

 Larry Landry: I move that the Arizona State Parks Board oppose Senate Bill 1531, and 
any other legislative action, that attempts to change the status quo of the Executive 
Director appointed by the Parks Board.  
Mr. Scalzo seconded the motion. The motion passed with six voting for it and one 
abstention. The Arizona State Parks Action Report on this agenda item is attached to 
these minutes as Attachment B. 

 Mr. Landry noted that when the Parks Board, fairly recently, picked an Executive 
Director the process was nationwide advertising, screening over 80 candidates, 
interviews by both a subcommittee of the Board and the Board itself. The appointment 
was done judiciously and seriously. It was, in no way, manipulated by any political 
process. He said if there is not a problem, then do not fix it.      

 Mr. Ziemann said HB 2196 is aimed at privatizing Arizona State Parks. This bill died 
because it was not heard in a House Committee. He noted that Rep. Seel is one of the 
most conservative of the Arizona State Legislature. His provisions of his bill would have 
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granted the Board authority to contract with private vendors. The Board already has this 
authority. It specified that parklands must remain in the public domain.  

 Mr. Ziemann said HB 2239 sailed through the House. This bill would have replaced one 
of the at-large appointees of the Parks Board with a Tourism professional. It would be 
heard in the Senate Natural Resources Committee on February 28, 2011. There is word 
of a potential amendment that the Governor has worked out with the Livestock industry 
because she is concerned about losing one of her at-large appointees. They are talking 
about exchanging this Tourism professional with one of the Livestock professionals. 
There is no intention to interfere with the duration of Mr. Woodling or Mr. Armer’s term 
on the Board. That is a potential amendment but has not seen any language yet. ASP 
has been neutral on this bill. ASP has nothing against having a Tourism professional on 
the Board. ASP has left it up to the Governor’s Office how they want to proceed with 
their appointments.  

 Mr. Ziemann said HB 2394 is the sustainable state parks fee. This is the identical bill 
that was heard last year. This was not heard in House Committee and died. Rep. Jones 
introduced this bill as an alternative to the LEBSF appropriations. 

 Mr. Ziemann said HB 2594 showed up as strike everything amendment. It would re-
establish the State Parks Heritage Fund. This bill passed committee but is highly 
problematic and doubtful it would proceed.  

 Mr. Everett asked what he has heard about the budget process. Mr. Ziemann answered 
that he has heard that full-blown meetings with President Pearce, Speaker Adams and 
Governor Brewer have yet to commence. The Governor’s budget is the baseline where 
they would start. The goal is to have a budget on the Governor’s desk by the end of 
March.          

 2.    Arizona State Parks Sponsorships and Donations Policy – Staff     
recommends the Arizona State Parks Board approve the draft Sponsorships 
and Donations policy and authorize staff to seek public input. Once the public 
input process is complete, staff is directed to present a final proposal to the 
Arizona State Parks Board for consideration. 

 Mr. Ream said the Board first saw this in November 2010. Then the Board directed staff 
to develop a policy to address sponsorships and donations as they become more and 
more important as ASP continues partnerships to operate parks. He said he would 
provide the Board with some of the key points of the policy.  

 Mr. Ream said Arizona State employees could not participate in fundraising. Donations 
over $1 million require the Director’s approval. All other approvals would be part of the 
reference guide. The reference guide would not be part of the policy but how ASP 
operates under the policy.  

 Mr. Ream said there are donations guidelines. ASP would not accept donations that 
would compromise ASP’s reputation in any way. The appropriateness is also key. 
Donations should not be accepted if they are not appropriate to ASP’s mission and 
vision. Staff would be authorized to say no to donations. Donations Fund money could 
be used to fund ASP activity approved by the Board, pursuant to state law and the 
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donor’s request. A fundraising agreement would be required if seeking funds for ASP. 
ASP employees could not participate in the fundraising.  

 Mr. Scalzo asked the Board if this applied to the Board and if they could fundraise. Ms. 
Bahl answered that this applies to staff and not the Board since the Board are not 
employees. She said staff would add a line that clarified that.  

 Mr. Ream said corporate sponsorships each one would require a written agreement 
with ASP. ASP would not be endorsing any product or business as part of accepting a 
corporate sponsorship. Advertising using the ASP name or logo must be phrased so 
that it doesn’t reflect the product or the company.  

 Mr. Ream said all naming opportunities are to be approved by the Parks Board. The 
policy would not allow for naming of features but park facilities may be allowed. Mr. 
Landry asked if staff would look at other State Parks policies with regards to naming 
rights. Ms. Bahl said the draft policy is loosely based on the National Parks Service 
policy and staff has surveyed some states but could do a more extensive job.  

 Mr. Ream said donor recognition would be simply acknowledging all donations in 
writing. ASP would develop a donor recognition plan. One would be general to the 
entire agency and another would be unique and specific to the park or program to which 
the donation is coming.   

 Mr. Ream said the draft policy would be posted on ASP’s website and the public could 
make comments if approved by the Board. Public comment would be taken through 
March 31, 2011.  

 Chairman Westerhausen asked if, for the Lost Dutchman Benefit Ride for example, if 
there is an agreement and if there would then have to be one if the policy was 
approved. Mr. Ream answered that every special event at a park requires a special 
event agreement. Currently there is not a formal agreement. They money is being 
raised for the Friends group not for ASP. He said if this policy were approved then there 
would have to be an agreement. Chairman Westerhausen said she would not want the 
agreement process to be too cumbersome. Ms. Bahl said staff would look at that.  

 Mr. Ream noted that staff intends to amend the draft policy after Board and public 
comments are received.  

 Ms. Hernbrode said the Attorney General’s office would be providing comment to the 
Board in the form of an Executive Session in the future about many of these issues.  

 Mr. Landry asked if staff would give changes after public comments in red so the Board 
could see what the changes would be. Ms. Bahl said staff would provide that and also a 
summary of it.  

 Larry Landry: I move the Arizona State Parks Board approve the draft Sponsorships 
and Donations policy and authorize staff to seek public input. Mr. Woodling seconded 
the motion. The motion passed unanimously. The Arizona State Parks Action Report is 
attached as Attachment C. 

                      I.     TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING AND CALL FOR FUTURE AGENDA        
ITEMS                              





1 

Title:    Operations Status Update Attachment 
Date:    February 23, 2011 
Agenda Item #:  G-6 
Attachment A     
 
 
 
A.  Parks that were Never Scheduled to Close: 

1.  Buckskin Mountain State Park (SP)/River Island 
2.  Catalina SP 
3.  Cattail Cove SP 
4.  Dead Horse Ranch SP 

 5.  Fool Hollow Lake Recreation Area 
 6.  Kartchner Caverns SP 
 7.  Lake Havasu SP 
 8.  Patagonia Lake SP 
 9.  Slide Rock SP 
 
 
 
 
B.  Parks Operated by Arizona State Parks staff through Partnership     
      Support: 
 Park           Partner 

1. Alamo Lake SP        La Paz County-$30K 
2. Fort Verde SHP     Town of Camp Verde 

       -$105K    
3. Jerome SHP     Yavapai County-$30K 
4. Lost Dutchman SP    Friends of Lost Dutchman 

-$24K 
5. Picacho Peak SP    City of Eloy-$20K 
6. Red Rock SP        Yavapai County,  

Benefactors, City of 
Sedona-$160K 

7. Riordan Mansion SHP       Arizona Historical  
Society, Riordan Action 
Network-$78K 

8. Roper Lake SP        Graham County, AZ Game  
         & Fish 

9.  Tonto Natural Bridge SP Town of Payson-$15K; 
Star Valley-$5K; Friends of 
Tonto Natural Bridge-$10K 

 
 
 
 
 



 2 

 
 
 
C.  Parks Operated by Partners with no State Parks staff: 

Park           Partner 
1. Boyce Thompson Arboretum SP  University of Arizona &  

Boyce Thompson 
Foundation 

 2.   McFarland SHP     Town of Florence 
3.   Tombstone Courthouse SHP   City of Tombstone 
4.   Tubac Presidio SHP    Santa Cruz County &                                            

Tubac Historical Society 
5.   Yuma Territorial Prison SHP   City of Yuma 
6.   Yuma Quartermaster Depot SHP  City of Yuma 

 
 
 
D.  Parks with Signed Agreements Scheduled to Re-Open: 
            1. Homolovi Ruins SP                                        Hopi Tribe contributing                                                                                       

$175,500 to re-open park. 
Reopening date March 1, 
with Grand Reopening on 
March 18, 2011.  

  
 
E.  Parks that are Currently Closed to the Public: 

1.  Lyman Lake SP        Apache County (closed  
       Sept. 7, 2010)-$40K.  
       Parks Board directed staff 

to draft an RFP of park 
operations. Letter 
submitted to BLM on 
December 22, 2010 

2.  Oracle SP RFP for 3rd party 
operations closed on 
October 6, 2010. No bids 
submitted. Re-evaluating 
options. 

3.  San Rafael State Natural Area (SNA)  Grazing special use permit  
       implemented, no public  

        access. 
 
 
 



 
 

Arizona State Parks Board Action Report 
Agenda Item #: H-1 

Attachment B 
 

 

1 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Title:   Legislative Update 
Staff Lead:  Jay Ziemann, Assistant Director 
Date:    February 23, 2011  
 

 
 
 
Board Members   Aye     Nay        Absent     Abstain      Comments 
 
 
Tracey Westerhausen               
Walter Armer                               
Reese Woodling                
Larry Landry                 
Alan Everett                 
William Scalzo                
Maria Baier                 
 
Approve                        Deny                    Amend         
 
Motion: 

             Larry Landry: I move that the Arizona State Parks Board oppose Senate Bill 1531, and 
any other legislative action, that attempts to change the status quo of the Executive 
Director appointed by the Parks Board.  
Mr. Scalzo seconded the motion. The motion passed with six voting aye and one 
abstention.  
 
Board Questions/Comments:  

             Mr. Ziemann said SB 1531 would make the State Park Director serve at the pleasure of 
the Governor. This bill was not heard in a Senate Committee and therefore is done for 
this session, but it could always come back.  

             Mr. Landry said the Board received an excellent report from staff about the history of 
why the Director’s position was appointed by the Parks Board. This was because they 
wanted to make the position more stable than one appointed by the Governor and make 
sure it had protection from political pressure.  
Mr. Landry noted that when the Parks Board, fairly recently, picked an Executive 
Director the process was nationwide advertising, screening over 80 candidates, 
interviews by both a subcommittee of the Board and the Board itself. The appointment 
was done judiciously and seriously. It was, in no way, manipulated by any political 
process. He said if there is not a problem, then do not fix it.      
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Title:   Arizona State Parks Sponsorship and Donations Policy 
Staff Lead:  Jay Ream, Assistant Director 
Date:    February 23, 2011  
 

 
 
Board Members   Aye     Nay        Absent     Abstain      Comments 
 
Tracey Westerhausen               
Walter Armer                                    
Reese Woodling                
Larry Landry                 
Alan Everett                 
William Scalzo                
Maria Baier                 
 
Approve                        Deny                    Amend         
 
Amend as follows: 
 
Motion:  
Larry Landry: I move the Arizona State Parks Board approve the draft Sponsorships 
and Donations policy and authorize staff to seek public input. Once the public input 
process is complete, staff is directed to present a final proposal to the Arizona State 
Parks Board for consideration. 
 
Mr. Woodling seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Board Questions/Comments:  

             Chairman Westerhausen asked if, for the Lost Dutchman Benefit Ride for example, if 
there is an agreement and if there would then have to be one if the policy was 
approved. Mr. Ream answered that every special event at a park requires a special 
event agreement. Currently there is not a formal agreement. They money is being 
raised for the Friends group not for ASP. He said if this policy were approved then there 
would have to be an agreement. Chairman Westerhausen said she would not want the 
agreement process to be too cumbersome. Ms. Bahl said staff would look at that.  

             Mr. Ream noted that staff intend to amend the draft policy after Board and public 
comments are received.  

             Ms. Hernbrode said the Attorney General’s office would be providing comment to the 
Board in the form of an Executive Session in the future about many of these issues.  
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Mr. Landry asked if staff would give changes after public comments in red so the Board 
could see what the changes would be. Ms. Bahl said staff would provide that and also a 
summary of it.  
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